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What follows are notes I typed In the vehicle immediately upon .Kitlng Trump Tower on 1/6/17. Although t wrote 
this less than five minutes after the meeting and have tried to use actual words spoken, including quoting directly in 
some places, I have not used quotation marks throughout because mv purpose was to capture the substance of what 
was said. I am not sure of the proper classification here so have chosen SECRET. Please let me know of it should bE' 

higher or lower than that. 

Noles begin her€!: 

mat.rl!.1 in the main body of the meeting, , mentioned the derog files 

At :hf~ (o)lrhJsion of our session, the COS asked whether there is anything we haven'l mentioned that they should know 

or thai mighl come out. J said there was something that Clapper wanted me to speak to the PE about alone or in a very 

~m,ll1 gnHlp. CO!') asked whether the group of COS, VPl, and PE. was okay or whether i wanted to'be alone. I told him it 

WiI:. up In thl" PC who quickly said that he and I would meet alone. 

1\[11'1 (llhC'IS lefl n\~ mom, we sat at the table. He began by telling me that I had had one heck of a year but that I hil!i ' 
I nrfiurten mvsf'lf honorably and had a grE'at r~putation. lie said! was repeatedly put in impossible p05jrl()n~ H(' 'jiilrl 

'!Oll !.;,ve(j Il(.'r anothen they hated you for what you did latN, but what choke did you have? He said he thought v('ry 

tlrl~111\' 01 me ilnd looked forward to working with me, saying he hoped I planned to stay on i ilSSUI"cd hirn I 1t1IC-'rlckrJ 1(1 

',Ia\, 11(' .,)':11" good. 
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I said, tne Russians allegedly had tapes involving him and prostitutes at the Presidential Suite at the Ritz Carlton in 

KAoscow from about 2013. He interjected, "there were no prostitutes; ,there were never prostitutes." He then said 

something about him being the kind of guy who didn't need to "go there" and laughed Iwhich I understood to be 

communicating that he didn't need to pay for sex), He said "2013" to himself, as If trying to remember that period of 

lime, but didn't add anything. He said he always assumed that hotel rooms he stayed in when he travels are Wifed in 

some way. I replied that I do as well, 

I said I wasn'l saying this was true, only that I wanted him to know both that it had been reported and thai the reports 

were in many hands. I said media like CNN had them and were hook. 

1IIn'fII\0t give them the excuse to write that the FBI has the 

~ery dose-hold. He said he couldn't believe they hadn't gone with it. 

get killed for reporting straight up from the source reports. 

that we were keeping it 
Infl.":'m,"nrv stuff that they would 

He then started talking about all the women who had falsely accused him of Blabbing or touching them (with particular 

I"r)l;>fltion of a "stripper" who said he grabbed her) and gave me the sense that he was defending himself to me. ! 

responded that we were not investigating him and the stuff might be totally made up but it was being said out of Russia 

nod ollr job was to protect the President from efforts to coerce him. I said we try to understand whal the Russians are 

doing .md what they might do, I added that I also wanted him to know this in case it came out in the media. 

He. said he was grateful for the conversation, said more nice things about me and how he looks forward to working wit!, 

rlH> and we departed the room. 

l·!,~~~.itl(:HI.j('n: SeeRE,,','8RCON,'tlsreRtl 
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I had dinner with ptesidenl Trump in the Green Room at the White House last night 
at 6:30 pm. We sat ~acing each other at a small oval table set for two and placed in 
the center of the robm. There were two servers (who I had the chance to chat with a 
bit because I arrivek about 10 minutes early; they were both retired Navy 
submariners and w~ had a fun discussion about height clearance in submarines). 
The servers were only in the room when they delivered food or retrieved plates. 

The conversation, .,yhich was pleasant at all times, waS chaotic, with topics touched, 
left, then returned to later, making It very difficult to recount in a linear fashion. 
Normally I can reca~1 the pieces of a conversation and the order of discussion with 
high confidence. Ht!re, given the nature of it, there is a distinct possibility that, while 
I have the substanc~ right, the order was slightly different It really was 
conversation-a5-jig~aw-puzzle in a way, with pieces picked up, then discarded, then 
returned to. 

The Presidentspol{~ an overwhelming majority orthe time. He never asked me an 
open-ended questi~n or left it to me to choose a topic of conversation. There were 
almost no periods cif silence during the 1 hour and 20 minutes, except once or twice 
when the Presidentlpaused as the servers entered. I felt comfortable throughout, 
although never relabced, given the focus conversation required. 

At various times, hEi talked about the inauguration and crowd size, the campaign and 
his effective use of flree media ["earned media"), the extraordinary lUXUry of the , 
White House (whic~ he favorahly compared to Mar-a-lago), his many activities 
during the day and }veek, his young son's height, the viciousness of the campaign 
(where I interjecteq about Adams and Jefferson; he said he had been given a book 
about it, which was ,upstairs), how he had not been mocking a handicapped 
reporter, had nota~saulted any of the women who claimed he did (reviewing in 
detail several of the: allegations), and many other things. I will attempt to recount in 
some detail only ththse parts that related in some way to my work. 

He touched on my filture at various points. The first time he asked "so what do you 
want to do," elCplai~ing that lots of people wanted my job ("about ZO people"), that 
he thought very higply of me and had heard great things, that the people of the FB I 
really like me, but hi! would understand if I wanted to walk away given alii had 
been through, althohgh he thought that would be bad for me personally because it 
would look like I ha~ done something wrong. that he of course can make a change at 
FBI ifhe wants, butihe wants to know what I think. There was no acknowledgement 
by him (or me) that,we bad already talked about this twice. 

! 

I responded by sayihg that he could fire me any time he Wished, but that I wanted to 
stay and do a job Il~ve and think I am doing well. I explained that r never expected 
to be back in gover~ment but had found this job hugely rewarding and wanted to 
serve out my term. !I added that I was "reliable" in one way but not in the way , 
political people soITietirnes use the term. I explained that he could count on me to 
always tell him the truth. I said I don't do sneaky things, r don't leak I don't do 

, G/dS'SI,H(UJ{hy:A-fJc£), 
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weasel moves. But:1 was not on anybody's side politically and could not be counted 
on in that tradition~1 political sense, which I said I thought was in the president's 
best interest. He a ked whether the FBI leaks and I answered that of course in an 
organization of36, 00 we were going to h~ve some of that, but I said I think the FBI 
leaks far less than eople often say. I pr~dicted he, like all Presidents, would 
discover the entire~overnment leaks like crazy and explained that it often comes 
from the first or sefond hop out from those actually working on the sensitive thing. 

He replied that he r)eeded loyalty and expected loyalty. I did not reply, or even nod 
or change my facial: expression, which he noted because we came bad, to it later. 

The conversation tlten swerved Into a long discussion of the email investigation 
(which we returneq to at least once more). This was where I spoke the most and 
I~id out for him mylthinldng (with frequent interruption) in a manner similar to my 
discussions with S~nators Feinstein and Grassley during our one-on-ones. The one 
detail I added was 'lbout the.AG directing me not to use the word "investigation." 

! 
He knew the sequence of events extremely well, breaking them down in his lexicon 
into Comey One, Comey Two, and Corney Three developments and he walked 
through how he saw each played out during the campaign, in great detail. He asked 
whether it was true "there was a revolt" after Comey One. I said that was nonsense 
and I had worked h~l'd to see if folks had concerns. I added that I surely didn't need 
to tell him that the lTIedia sometimes gets stuff wrong. I explained that the 
investigators all agrleed there was no case; he said he disagreed and thought there 

I 

was a case. He ask~d me at several points how I had held lip under all the abuse. I 
explained the freedom that comes from doing the right thing in the right way, 
surrounded by peo~le who are helping make the decisions in the same way. 

At this point he aSk~d me (and asked again later) whether "your guy McCabe" has a 
problem with me, explaining that "1 was pretty rough on him and his wife during the 
campaign." I explained that Andy was a true professional and had no problem at all. 
I then explained w!\at FBI people were like, that whatever there personal views, 
they strip them wh~n they step into their bureau roles and actually hold "political 
people" in slight contempt, without regard to party. 

At about this point, he asked me to compare AG Holder and AG Lynch. I said I 
thought AG Holder {vas smarter and more sophisticated and smoother than AG 
Lynch, who I added iis a good person. He said Holder and President Obama were 
quite close. I replie~ that they were and it illustrated, in my view, a mistake 
PresIdents make ovh and over again: Because they reason that problems for a 
President often conje from Justice, they try to bring Justice close, which 
paradoxically makes things worse because an independent DOl and FBI are better 
for a President and the country. I listed off John Mitchell, Ed Meese, an AI Gonzales 
as examples of this inistake and he added Bobby Kennedy. 

CeHfi'IfJEI>1''PIAL;' /NOFORlif 
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At about this point, he turned to what he called the "golden showers thing" and 
recounted much of what he had said previously on that topic. He repeated that it 
was a complete fabrication and "fake news." I explained again why I had thought it 
important that he know about it. I also explained that one of the reasons we told 
him was that the media, CNN in particular, was telling us they were about to run 
with it. He said it b.othered him if his wife thought there was even a one percent 
chance it was true 1n any respect. He said he had spoken to people who had been on 
the Miss Universe tlrip with him and they had reminded him that he didn't stay over 
night in Russia lor (hat. He said he arrived in the morning, did events, then 
showered and dre!iped for the pageant at the hotel (he didn't say the hotel name) 
and left for the pagjeant. Afterwards, he returned only to get his things because they 
departed for New ~ork by plane that same night. He said he thought maybe he 
should ask me to i~vestigate the whole thing to prove it was a lie. I did not ask any 
questions. I repliedi that it was up to him, but I wouldn't want to create a narrative 
that we were investigating him, because we are not and [ worried such a thing 
would be misconstrued. I also said that it is very difficult to disprove a lie. He said 
"maybe you're righ~," but several times asked me to think about it and said he would 
also think about it. . 

We returned to the· topic of my job and in response to his question I explained how I 
had ended up with;the position and that I had been pleasantly surprised that 
President Obama thought of the role the way I did: He wanted competence and 
independence and didn't want the FBI involved in policy. He wanted to be able to 
sleep at night knowing the FBI was well run. 

The President then;spoke again about being glad I wanted to stay. He said Mattis 
said great things about me, as did Sessions. He explained he had asked a lot of 
people about me a~d heard great things. He then returned to loyalty, saying "I need 
loyalty." I replied that he would always get honesty from me. He paused and said 
that's what he wants, "honest loyalty." I replied "you will get that from me." (It is 
possible we understood that phrase differently, but I chose to understand it as 
consistent with what I had said throughout the conversation: I will serve the 
President with 10y,lIty to the office, the country, and the truth. I decided it would not 
be productive to p~sh the subject further.) 

At about this point ~e asked again about "your guy McCabe" and whether he was 
"going to be okay." I again affirmed Andy's ability and professionalism and said the 
President would come to see and benefit from both. 

He then asked who:1 though I should "deal with" and he suggested Reinee Priebus. I 
explained that in the prior administration my WH contacts were with the COS, or the 
people in Mike Flynn's job and Tom Bossert's job. He said "Reine. doesn't know we 
are having dinner," but he will tell him and that I should deal with Reinee. He then 
went on to explain ~hat he has serious reservations about Mike rlynn's judgment 
and illustrated with a story from that day in which the President apparently 
discovered during his toast to Teresa May had calied four days 
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"a 
ago. Apparently, a~ the President was toasting PM May, he was explaining that she 

•
hllla.dllbeen the first ~o call him after his inauguration and Flynn interrupted to ~ 

had called (t~rst, apparently). It was then that the President learned 01'_ 
call and he confl'o~ted Flynn about it (not clear whether that was in the moment 01' 

after the lunch with PM May). Flynn said the return call was scheduled for Saturday, 
which prompted a11heated reply from the President that six days was not an 

'nnrial:e perio of time to return a cal! from the_ of a country like 
isn' _we are talking about."). He said that ifhe called_ 

didn:t get a return call for six days he would be very upset. In telling 
the story, the Presi~ent pointed his flngers at his head and said "the guy has serious 
judgment issues." :1 did not comment atany point during this topic and there was 
no mention or ack~owledgment orany FBI interest in or contact with General [<lynn. , 

As we got up, he said we should have my family back for dinner. When I didn't 
reply. he added, ·ot a tour, whatever you think is appropriate." As we stepped from 
the Green Room, he said "Reince knows were are having dinner" (the opposite of 
what he said earlieir) "deal with him; I will tell him." He then walked me into the 
East Room. I said Ii had been there hefore when PresidentOhama held a big dinner 
for senior staff and appointees around Christmas. We then shook hands and parted. 

jBC 
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I went to the White House today for a 4 pm "meet and greet" with COS Reincc 
Priebu$, As I walked in from West Exec, I saw and 'II Priestap 
and Jen Boone, who were there to do a defensive bri 

As I waited in the West Wing lobby, Mike Flynn stopped by and sat down, We 
chatted for about five minutes about his new job, the challenges in bUilding a stall: 
and with folks who had never been in government oe'[oro, 
~~~ !:!£!:~ etc, There of us 

COS Priebuss assistant came and got me and took me to his ortiee, He 
greeted me and we sat with his desk between us, He explained that this was a 
chance to get acquainted, and he guided the conversation in a variety of directions, 

Early in our conversation he brought of the immigration order and asked if I 
was a lawyer, He asl<ed if I agreed that the order appear facially valid, I said I did, as 
I believed OLe had; the President has broad authority in the area, I added that 
because immigration was not an FBI issue, I had not followed the Court discussion 
carefully and did nt't Imowwhat considerations there might be beyond the face of 
the order, 

We touched on a variety or subjects, including "how th~ 
ended up in the report." I explained that the analysts from all three agencies agreed 
it: WflS relevant and thilt portion!) of 
intelligence, They discussed 
and decided it made most sense I agreed that 
dt,cision and thought it very imp , ~ to a select 
audience, He pressed a~hat the material wa~1 explained 
that the primary sourc~much of it was consistent with and 
(olToborative or other intelligence, and that the incoming president needed to know 
tlw re~t of it was out there, 

I explained to him that atour dinner the President hod expressed interest in 
h,wing me investigate the Gnlden Showers thing. I repeated what I had told the 
I'rr~ldl'nl about not wanting to create a narrative that we Were investigating him, 

He then asked aboul.leaks of the fact o~nd that it was briefed to 
til(' incoming president. I said I didn't know ..,;~c from bUI I suspect it 
came from t(,lks who have left government. He asked whether it could have come 
tr'om the FBI. I said it was rossible but extremely unlikely In view, We talked ahollt 
1(.',1ks in general and I explained my view that they almost always come from one or 
Iwo hops OUI and th,1I every president is plagued by them, He asked if we had ever 
caught jill FBI lerll<t'l'. I ,';clid wt! had, hut il was a ran- thing becau~e itahnnsl alway. ... ' 
lurned Oil our willingness to go after reporter records, He then recalled the Obomil 
administration r.:onflict with James Ros~n of Fox, He also mcntionetllhe iel:J1( of the 
reau-oulS of the Presidents calls with foreign leaders, 

SECHEf//r40FORN 
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He then asked me if this was a "private conversation." I replied that it was. 
He then said he wanted to ask me a question and I could decide whether it was 
i:;t,lJlJr(JtH'ial~ lu au~wt:r. H~ lheu ct!ik~u, "Du yuu have i:t FiSA un.I~ .. ~JII Mik..: FIYIIII?" i 
a paused for a few seconds and then said that I would answer here, but that this 
illustrated the kind of question that ha~d and answered through 
established channels. I said the answe~1 then explained that the normal 

p to the WH counsel about such things._ 
vvould lioimally make sure the AG arid DAG \'v'orc 

aware and they would Ii the WH Counsel and he could decide whether to 
inform the COS. I explained that it was important that communications about any 
p"rticular case go through that channel to protect us and to protect the WH from 
any accusations of improper influence. 

He said he understood and then asked me what I would talk to Denis 
McDonough about. I said two kinds of things: policy,lIke GOing Dark, and particular 
operational issues if we were facing a terror threat or there was an intelligence 
uperatioll that was sensitive. He would call me to cut through the clutter and find 
()"tdirectiywh,t he needed to know. Reine. responded that that was helpfu! and 
he hoped I would call him to offer thoughts whenever I thought they would benefit 
from them, whether not it related to the FBI. He said they would welcome the 
feedback. I said I would. 

He said he understood my dinner with the President had enne very well and 
that he was interested in my staying on. I repeated what I had told the President, 
including that we had agreed not to announce anything. Relnee asked me how it 
worked and I explained that I had a ten-year term and, although the President could 
fire me anytime he liked. I would Just continue my term. There was nothing t(1 
announce. 

During the conversation, Reine. also touched the email investigation, offering 
his view that the Clin ton team had misplayed my final announcement and should 
hove pushed it. harder as good news. He also said. rcMcetively, that it wasn't the 
HlissiAns' rault that she failed to campaign in Michigan, and it wasn't my fault that 
she set up her email the way she did. He then pressed me on why it wasn't 
chargeahle "gross negligence," and I took him through the facts and the law. At 
some point I added that it also wasn't my fault that Huma Ahedin forwarded emails 
to Anthony V\lciner. 

Reince then took me to the Oval Office to greet the President on my way nul. 
1'1", President was scated behind his desk, speaking to Sean Spicer. He introduced 
me tel Mr. Spicer. who shoal< my hand and departed. Reincc stay<'<1, seated to my 
right'L"i I sat in a chair fflcing the President. 

The President then spoke about a variely of topics, tOlJching on the email 
investigation (wondering aloud what it would b~ve been like to run against Be,,"ir 
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Sanders if I had recommended charging Hillary Clinton), He asked (as he had at our 
dinner) whether my deputy had a problem with him, and recounting how hard he 
Ilad been on the campaign trail, saying "the number 2 guy at the FBI took a million 
JLlHdl'~ fl't)/ll llJe:: CiillllJlI~." I agaiu ~xpld.int:J thaL AIIJy M,,;CC:tuc WaS d fJl·U. nt:' ~St\l':u 
whether he had ever mentioned to me the campaign attacks, I said "never," and 
again explained he was a true pro and you would come to value him, I said ifhe had 
it to do over again I'm su re he would urge his wife not to run, but tha t the guy put 
everything aside and did his job well. 

The President talked about the leak of the "read-outs" from his calls with 
Australia and Mexico, explaining that the leaks could n't have come from the "other· 
side," and he understood we were helping look into that Reinee interjected that 
"Kellogg" was looking at it and we were helping, I said I would follow up to find out 

The President brought up the "Golden Showers thing" and said it rea lIy 
bothered him ifhis wife had any dOUbt about it. He then explained, as he did atour 
dinner, that he hadn't stayed overnight in Russia during the Miss Universe Irip, 
T\lvicf;> du~ conversation, Reinct' tried to interject a comm~nt 
about the~nd "why it was even in there," but the President 
ignored him. The President said "the hookers thing" is nonsense but that Putin had 
told him "we have some of the most beautiful' say 
when Putin had told him this and I don't 

He then pivoted to the Russians wanting an apology from Bill O'Reilly, I said 
I h;,d secn that and O'Reilly's reply, which was to "call him in 2023." The President 

-'~~~',Iiiiiiltiihiiaiitliil Putin been a hard 
0, said he 
docs respect th~ leader of a major country and thought that was the best answer, 
He then said, "You think my answer was good, rigilt?" I said the answer was fine, 
except the part about killers, because we aren't the kind of killers that Putin Is, 
When I said thiS, the President paused noticeably, I don't know what to make of it, 
bur he clearly noticed I had directly criticized him, 

The conversation then moved to other pleasantries and we wrapped up with 
II hilndshake. 
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I "ttended an Oval oftice homeland threat briefing for the Presidenl today. The 
meeting was scheduled for 4 pm but was delayed by a prillr meeting, which was 
apparently related to the ongoing litigation over the immigration executive order. 
Tilt., AG and Se{.: DHS were in the e~r!it~r meeting and remained in tlw Oval whetll1lY 
mceting began, at "bout 4: 15. 

Th,,,·,, were ahout a dozen people in the Oval for the homeland session. I sat facing 
the President over the Resolute Desk in a semi-circle of 6 chairs. DO/CIA sat to my 
left and D/NCTC to my right. Staff members occupied the couches and chairs behind 
n1(.'. Tom Bossert perched on the arm of a couch to steer the session. I noticed J~r~·d 
Kushner and Stephen Bannon by face. Mike Dempsey and the VP's NSA were also 
there, and two or three others (I think Including Reinee Priebus). 

Allho completion of the session. the President thonked everyone and said he 
wanted to spcal' with me alone. The AG lingered momentarily by my chair, but the 
Presiuent thanked him and said he wanted to meet with Jim. He repeated this at 
least one mort· time to usher people out. Everyone left "xccpt Jared Kushner, who 
stopped by my chair to shake hands and exchange pleasantries, including a few brief 
words about the challenges of the email investigation. The President joined in this 
brief exchange but then told Mr. Kushner that he wanted tn meet with me. That left. 
the two of us alone. 

He began by saying he wanted to "talk about M ike Flynn." He then said th<lt, 
illthough Flynn "hadn't done anything wrong" in his call with the Russians (a poillt 
he made at least two more times in the conversation), he had to let him go because 
he misled the Vice PreSident, whom he described as "a good guy." He explained that 
he just couldn't have Flynn misleading the Vice President and, in any event, he had 
tIther ""ncerns about Flynn, and had a great guy coming in, so he had to let Flynn At>· 

I Ie asked me if I had seen Scan Spicer's press briefing today and I replied that I 
hadn·\'. He said he had dnne a great job of explaining why they did what they did. 
I Ie then asked if "you sow my Tweet this morning." and quickly added that "it is 
really about the leaks." He then reviewed in some detail the leaks of his calls with 
tilt' leadt'rs of MexiCll and Australia, including how the calls had gone. how he 
iI"umed th •• t calls he made on "this beautiful phone [touching the gray phone on th" 
deskl" were ""nridcntial, how it COUldn't have come from the Mexicans or 
Australians, how the transcripts actually include things he doesn't remember saying 
("and they 'fly I have one of the world's greatest memories"), and that it makes us 
look terrible to have th9sC things leaking. He then referred at length to the leaks 
relating to Mike Flynn's call with the Russians, which he stressed was nnt wrong in 
Hny way ("he made lots of calls"), hut that the leaks were terrible. 

I Lric'!d to interject severnl times lo agree with him abuut lhe leaks bt!ing terrible, hut 
was unsuccessful. When he finished, I said I agreed very much that it was terrihle 
th'11 his calls with foreign leaders leal,ed. I said they were classified and he need"d 
In 11<' ahle to speal< to foreign leaders in confidence. I NOTE: becau.s0 this is an 
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\Il\cI"ssitled document. I will be limited in how I describe what I said nextj. I then 
(·xplnined why leal<s purporting to he ahout F81 intelligence operations were also 
ten'ihle and a serious violation of the law. I explained thatthe FBI gutllers 
trtLt·dilgelll.:t:' ill pUf'll.o c4uip lhc PI'l!sidclIllo nwkt: dct:i!;ions, anJ jf peuple rUII 

around telling the press what we do. that ability will bt· compromised. I said I wns 
eagl'r to nnd lea kcrs and would like to nail one to the door as a message. 1 said 
silmething·abou!: it heing diftkult ilnd he replied that we need to go after the 
I'<!porters. and referred to the f.let that 10 or 15 years ago wc rut them in jail to find 
• H.I\ what they know. and it worked. lie mentioned Judy Miller by name. I explained 
that I was a tim of pur~uing leak5 aggressively but that going after reporters was 
tricky. for legal reasons and because DOJ tends to approach it conservatively. He 
replied by telling me to talk to "Sessions" and see what we can do about being mOrt' 
"ggrcssivc. I told him I would speak to the Attorney General. 

At about this point, Reine. Priebus opened the wall door by the clock and the 
President sent him away, saying he would be another minute or two and he knew 
peorle were waiting. 

He then returned to the topic: afMik. Flynn, saying that Flynn is. good guy, and hns 
heen through a lot. He misled the Vice President hut he didn't do anything wrong ill 
the call. He said, "I hope you can see your way clear to lel1:ing this go, to let1:ing 
Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can let this go." I replied by saying, "I agre,' 
he is a good guy." butsaid no more. 

The President then wrapped up our conversation hy returning to the issue of finding 
IOJI,ers. I said something about the value of putting a head on a pike as a message. 
He rerlied by saying it may involve putting reporters in jail. "They spend a couple 
days in jail. make a new friend. and they are ready to talk." I laughed as I walked to 
Lhe door Reinec PrichuB had opened. 

As I walked out the Vice President was standing just outside the door, waiting. We 
shol)k hands. There was a large group with him. including Priebus and the newly 
sworn-in Secretary of H HS. Tom Price. I walked through the group and away from 
the Oval oftlee, went downstairs, and exited onto the West Executive Drive. On the 
way out downstairs. I saw john Kelly gathered with staff. I stopped to greet him anrl 
he told me he has previously accepted an invitation to speak to HRT at Quantico 
a!lout leadership and wondered ifit was still ok"y to do it. I said byall meanS'. that 
would he great 

11K 
~;t4/17 

UNClASSIFIED!!FOUO 



UNCLASSIFIED/ /FOUO 

Rybicki. James E. (DO) (FBg 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CategQrie's: 

James S, Comey 
Wednesday, March 01, 2017 12:06 PM 
Rybicki, James E, (DO) (F BI) 
Call from POTUS 

D Followup 

Jusl called to check in and see how I'm doing. I said I'm doing great, have a lot going on. [added that Jeff 
Sessions has hit the ground running with a great speech on violent crime. He talked about Sessions a bit, then 
last night's speech. Said he heard I'm doing great. Hopes [ take good care of myself and come by to say hello 
when I'm at WHo That's it. 
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The Pre:;td~nt called me on my CMS phone at 8:13 am today (March 30,2017). 
The call lasted II minutes (about 10 minutes when he w~s connected). We were 
c(lnnected by Royal Crown switchboard. 

lie hegun b) Jnking that I was getting more publicit} thlln he. r replied thai I hale 
it Ht tllcn said he was tlying: to run the country and the cloud of this Russia business 
,yas making that t1ifticult. He said he thinks he would have won the health care vole but 
lor the cloud. He then went on at great length, explaining that he has nothing to dn with 
Russia (ha~ a letter from the largest law firm in DC saying he has gotten no income from 
Russia), was not involved with hookers in Russia (can you imagine me, hookers? I hu'e 
.~ hea111ifu) wife. and il has been very painful), is bringing a p~rsonalla\\sl1i1 against 
Chrislopher St~dc, ulways advised people to assume they were being. recorded in Russia. 
ha. accounts nov. Il'om those who travelled with him to Miss Universe pageant that he 
didn't do anything, etc. 

He asked what he could do to lift the cloud. I explained thar we were running it 
d,w>'n as quickly as possible and that there would be great benefit. if we didn't fmd 
anything, ttl our Good Housekeeping seal of approvaL but we had to d,l OUr work. He 
agreed, but then returned to the problems this was causing him, went on at great length 
nhout how bad he was for Russia because of his commitment to more oil and morc nllKe, 
'ours are ~o years old), 

He said something ahout the hearing last week. I respnnded hy telling him I 
\"asn't there as a volunteer and he asked who was driving that, was it Nunes who wanted 
itO, I said all the leadership wanted to know what was going on and m~nti.()n"d that 
Grassley had even held lip the nAG nominee to demand infonnation, I said we had 
briefed the leadership on exactly what we were doing and who we were investigating. 

I reminded hun that I had told him we weren't investigating him and thaI' I had 
wid th., Congressional leadership the same thing, He said it \\oul.d be great iflhal could 
get out and several times asked me to find a way to get that out. 

He talked ahOll1 the guy he read about in the Washington Post today (NOTE: J 

think he meant Sergei Millian) and said he didn't know him at aiL He said that if there 
was "some satcllite"(NOTE: r took this to mean some associate of his or his campaignJ 
that did something, it WOllld be gOl1d to find that out, bur that he hadn'[ done anythinD 
and hoped I would tind a way to get alit that we weren'( investigating him. 

As the conversation ended, he said that he hadn't hroughl up the McCah(' thin.~ 
because I. had said he was an honorable guy (NOTE: I think he meant thai he "hadn', 
hrought it up" in thi, conversation, but he could have meant something else). I rl.'r,'akci 
thai he was. He then said he hadn't brought it lip but that MCAulifk is close to the 
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Clintons and had given him money but I had said he was an honorable guy. I repeated 
that he (Andy) was an honorable person. 

He finished by stressing that he was trying to make deals for the country, the cloud 
was hurting him (and mentioned going to G-7 with it hanging over him), and he hoped I 
could find a way to get out that he wasn't being investigated. 

I told him I would see what we could do and that we would do the work well and 
as quickly as we could. 

10:05; r called the Acting Attorney General and relayed the substance of the above and 
said J was telling him so he could decide what guidance to give me, if any. 

JBC 
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I returned tile president's call this morning at 8:26 am EDT. We spoke for 
about tour minute~. He said he was !ollowing up to see if I did what he had asked 

I 

last time -- getting 'out that he personally is not under investigation. I replied that I 
had passed the req*est to the Acting AG and had not heard back from him. He 
spoke for a bit abo (It why it was so important: He is trying to do work for the 
country, visit with !foreign leaders, and any cloud. even a I ittle cloud gets in the 
way of that. They ~eep bringing up the Russia thing as an excuse for losing the 
eJection. [explain~d that Dana Boente was now the acting AG on this after Jeff 
Sessions recused himself. He said maybe he would have his people reach out to 
Dana. I said that t*at was the way to handle it -- he should have the White HOLlse 
Counsel call the Abting Attorney General and make the reg uest. He said that was 
what he would do.! He then added, "Because I have been very loyal to you, very 
loyal, we had that ,hing, you know, ,,2 I did not reply, or ask him what he meant by 
"that thing. '" lnst~ad I said again that the way to handle it was to have the White 
HOllse Counsel call Dana Boente. He said that's what he would do. 

He then sw*ched topics 
saying Obama did*'t like the 
mentioned the Co~tic church homr.linl2S and were. 
three Americans h*d been killed by an Egyptian soldier and the 
had raised it with Iiim. I interrupted to say that I he 

_ and an . . in Jordan. He agreed and 
him he wanted to the soldier 

~~them He 
not 

believe it to be . that the was delaying a prosecution. In fact, we 
were working ve~ closely with the American families and had told them that we 
wanted the Jordanians to bring justice and if they did not we would try to bring the 
killer to the Uniteq States. He asked me to follow up and make sure that we were 
working well withithe Jordanians and helping them quickly bring the killer to 
justice. I told him;1 would. He then said thall was doing a great job and wished 
me well. The call ended. 

~ r/lI/f1-
------------~,------
1 ) don't know the P'tSidcl11 well enough to give a high-confidence read here from a phone call, 
but I perceived him tGibe slightly annoyed by my teply. 

i 

Z His use ofthese wofds did pot fit wilh Ih .. flow of the call, which allhal point had moved away 
from any request ofm~, but I have recO\'ded it here as it happened. 

3 I assumed when he ~aid this thar he was reaching back in his memolY to our conversation ilbout 
loyalty at our private "inner, which was sufficiently awkward 10 make it difficult for him to ~ay I 
had promised to be lotal, which is where J thought he was headed in the comment. ,f: CLl 
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